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Town of Wellesley 
Wetlands Protection Committee 

Meeting Minutes 
August 30, 2016 

Approved 10/13/2016 
 

Meeting Location: NRC Office, Lower Level, Town Hall 
 525 Washington Street 
 Wellesley, MA 02482 
 
Present: Members Carl Sciple (acting Chair), J.S. Waugh, Peter Jones and 

Linda Hansen (Wetlands Administrator) 
 
Guests:    Dan Gordon and Brian Nelson 

 

Administrative Business 

• COC Request (partial): 60 Cartwright Road, Mass DEP# 324-0760.  The WPC 

was concerned about the encroachment in the 25 foot no disturb zone.  Rather 

than restrict access to this area, P. Jones suggested that the homeowners prepare 

a vegetation management plan that addresses the invasive plants and enhances 

the habitat in this area.  The administrator will work with the homeowner.  On a 

motion by S. Waugh, seconded by P. Jones, the WPC voted (3-0) to issue a 

partial COC. 

• COC Request (complete):  35 Wingate Road, Mass DEP# 324-0705.  The 

unpermitted modifications will be permitted under Mass DEP #324-0828.  On a 

motion by S. Waugh, seconded by P. Jones, the WPC voted (3-0) to issue a 

complete COC. 

• COC Request (complete):  14 Lanark Road, Mass DEP# 324-0665.  On a motion 

by S. Waugh, seconded by P. Jones, the WPC voted (3-0) to issue a complete 

COC.   

• 45 Ravine Road (Mass DEP # 324-0829):  selection of wetland scientist.  Mark 

Cooperman and Rich Kirby are both wetland scientists interested in doing the 

wetland monitoring.  Dan Gordon would like the work to start immediately; 

therefore the selection of the wetland scientist will be based on their availability 

because the project can’t start until the baseline wetland evaluation is complete.  

The administrator will contact both wetland scientists following the meeting. 

• Minor modification:  Wellesley High School, Mass DEP# 324-0614.  The WPC 

reviewed the plans and agreed with the recommendation of the administrator 

that the sheds should be moved outside the 100-foot inner riparian zone.  One 

or two pine trees will be removed, however, shrubs will be installed around the 

perimeter of the sheds.  The WPC will defer the planting plan to Cricket Vlass. 
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Town of Wellesley

Wetlands Protection Committee

Meeting Minutes

                                                               O ctober 3, 2013                                Approved 10/24/13

Meeting Location:

NRC Office, Lower Level, Town Hall

525 Washington Street

             Wellesley, MA  02482

Present:  Members Robert Collins (Chair), Jay Hammerness, Richard Howell, Carl Sciple and Assistant NRC Director Diane

Torres

Absent Members:  J. S. Waugh

Guests:  John Hart, Matt King, Roger Gurney, Dan Gordon, Mark Tricolli, Carolee Fogg, Michael DeRosa, Jacob Martin, Franz

Burke, Thomas Keough, Diane Simonelli, Gary Lesanto

6:33 p.m. – Public Voice

No one was present for public voice.

6:33 p.m. – Administrative Business

7 Royalston Road – Request for COC, MassDEP #324-684—The request was withdrawn because two growing seasons had not

passed as required in the OOC.

231 Forest Street, Babson College – Request for COC, MassDEP #324-695 – The Assistant NRC Director and R. Howell visited

the site on 10/3/13.  Tom Keough was present and described the minor deviations to the Order with no grade changes and no

increase in impervious surface.  A motion was made by R. Howell and seconded by C. Sciple to issue a Complete COC.  The

WPC voted 4-0 to issue the Complete COC.

50 Rice Street, High School, Request for COC, MassDEP #324-614 – John Hart, Matt King and Roger Gurney were present.  Last

year the applicant received a COC for Phase I of the high school project which included the new building and work on the south

and west sides of the school.  During the summer and fall of last year the old building came down and the parking lot was built.

 The current request was for a final COC for all of the work.  A few conditions were yet to be completed.  Educational signs had

been installed as required in Condition #21 and Condition #26 was complete.  As required by Condition #31, three small drainage

changes were approved by Engineering and implemented.  SMMA confirmed that the drainage system was installed as designed

with invert elevations within acceptable construction tolerances as required by Condition #44.  Condition #45 requiring two full

growing seasons was still outstanding.  Plantings were installed in fall of 2012.  Some trees and shrubs that had not done well

would be replaced this fall. The applicant was asking for a Partial COC for all work except the required two growing seasons. M.

King asked for a Complete COC and reported that 95% of the plantings had survived to date.  They had a 2-year warranty on the

plantings and the clock reset on new plantings.  

J. Hart reported that much of the grounds were in floodplain and the project was designed to maintain compensatory storage.  The

old parking lot was in floodplain and a portion of the current floodplain contained some of the new parking lot.  In response to the



 2 

• DPW Brook Cleaning:  administrative approval to clean out culvert between 

Morses Pond and Ice House Cove.  The administrator provided approval under 

the Brook Cleaning OOC for this work.   

• Carl Sciple announced that he will be moving to Harvard by the end of the year 

and will resign from the Committee after the December meeting. 

 

Public Hearings – New and Continued* 

 28 Fuller Brook Road—new RDA 

 Removal of five trees in the inner riparian zone.  The white oak needs to remain.  The 

Report stated that bittersweet vine was choking the tree, however, the WPC did not 

see any bittersweet vine.  The WPC preferred that Oak E be pruned rather than cut.  

Many of the trees need to be pruned and Norway maple saplings can be removed.  

Yard waste needs to be removed from the wetland buffer.  The WPC did not 

recommend the planting of arborvitae because of the current dense overstory.  The 

WPC requested a certified arborist report.  On a motion by P. Jones, seconded by S. 

Waugh, the WPC voted (3-0) to approve a negative determination based on the above 

discussion. 

 23 Glen Road—new RDA 

 Replace existing garage with a new one on current slab.  The work is in the outer 

buffer zone and will not involve any excavation work.  On a motion by P. Jones, 

seconded by S. Waugh, the WPC voted (3-0) to issue a negative determination. 

  35 Wingate Road— continued NOI, Mass DEP # 324-0828 

   Installation of a retaining wall and patio; removal of two trees.  The patio will be 

pitched, including the existing patio to capture runoff to a trench drain.  Additional 

shrubs will be planted along the driveway to mitigate for the larger driveway.  

Additional vegetation will be installed along the 25 foot no disturb area.  With the 

thinning of the Norway maple saplings, the homeowner is willing to plant three 

additional trees.  Two stone markers will be installed on either side of the 25’ no 

disturb zone.  The stumps of the saplings need to remain, but the fresh cut can be 

dressed.  The retaining wall along the deck and patio will be flush with the ground, 

and should not retain stormwater.  The slope in the rear yard will decrease with the 

addition of fill.  The wall will be a Unilock, modular block wall, less than 1.5 feet in 

height.  On a motion by P. Jones, seconded by S. Waugh, the WPC voted (3-0) to 

issue an OOC.  The administrator will distribute a draft Exhibit A. 

  10 Old Farm Road– continued NOI, Mass DEP #324-0814 

   Stormwater Management report peer review in process.  The peer reviewer will have 

a report ready for the September 22nd meeting. 

 116 Manor Ave— continued NOI, Mass DEP # 324-0827 

 Review wetland delineation report.  The administrator conducted a site visit with 

their wetland delineator.  Given the drought conditions, a wetland delineation is not 

advisable, although the top of bank could be used to measure the 25 foot no disturb 

zone.  The administrator recommended a 15-foot vegetated strip along the stream and 

additional plantings along the rear fence line.  The landscape architect will prepare a 

restoration plan for the rear yard.   

 

 Adjournment 

 

On a motion by S. Waugh, seconded by P. Jones, the WPC voted (3-0) to adjourn the 

meeting at 8:07. 


